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I am delighted to welcome you and your child to Room 511! I know that this year will be most exciting and that your student will find many challenges and great reward on this journey. This handbook should serve as a guide to help you gain an understanding of the expectations I have for you and your child during this school year. Please make sure to save this in a convenient location and refer to it throughout the year.

My Philosophy of Classroom Management

Children have the right to learn in an environment where they feel safe and protected. To accomplish this, I try to create a democratic atmosphere where children have the opportunity to share their thoughts and feelings free from judgement and ridicule. My classroom is well structured. We have read and discussed the class rules, as well as their consequences. 


I feel that when my students are following these rules, there is no room for disharmony. I invest a great deal in my students and I expect a great deal from them in return, both academically and socially. I run my classroom on the principles of Love & Logic. This can be explained as follows:
Ms. Nick’s Love & Logic Policy

· I will treat you with respect so that you will know how to treat me.

· Do anything that doesn’t cause a problem for anyone else.

· If you cause a problem, I’ll ask you to solve it.

· If you can’t (or choose not to) solve it, I will do something.

· What I will do depends on the special person and the special situation.
· If you feel I am being unfair, whisper “I’m not sure that’s fair, Ms. Nick” and we will talk.

General School Stuff

Highland Lakes School begins right at 8:45 a.m. and ends at 3:30 p.m. The gates do not open until 8:30 a.m., so please don’t send your student any earlier than that. Make sure that you take the time to check the district calendar for early release dates and holidays. Our Principal’s name is Mark Anderson. Our Vice-Principal is Mary Ellington. They are both quite friendly and actively involved with your student and in the operation of our school. 

Absence Procedure


Attendance is crucial to your child’s success. If your student must be absent, please contact the school office at 623-376-4381. I will try to be prompt about making arrangements for you to pick up makeup work. Students will be allowed twice the number of days that they were absent to make up their work. For example, if a student were out for two days, they would be given four days to make up that work. 

Dress Code

In my classroom, students follow the dress code as set forth by Highland Lakes School and the Deer Valley District. In addition, students should refrain from wearing dress shoes or open-toed shoes on days that we have P.E. Remember, neither hats nor shirts with spaghetti straps are appropriate for our classroom. 

Birthdays


It is acceptable to send a birthday treat on your child’s birthday. Please contact me in advance. Treats may be left in the office, though you should make sure to mark the child’s name and room number on the container and that it is store-bought, per district policy. Treats are not permitted at Highland Lakes after third grade. We have nut allergies in our room so please be a label-reader. 
Filed Trips/Book Orders


Field trip money and book orders should be paid with a check. I will attempt to send out book orders every month. You will be given plenty of notice about the two class trips we are permitted a year. Parent volunteers are always welcome (hint, hint, hint). 

Raffle Tickets


Students will receive a small ticket for showing responsibility in our classroom. There are many ways to get a raffle ticket including completing homework on time, getting a parent or guardian to sign permission slips, and treating materials in a respectful manner. These can be placed in a drawing each Friday or saved for a large treat when a student reaches 50. I’ve used this system in the past and it is not as easy as it seems! Small short-term rewards are always easier than saving for the big reward. It takes real effort to save 50 tickets and I feel it teaches quite a lesson in the long run. 

Homework Folder/Planner


This is a big year for your students. It is a year of transition and preparation. They must have good independent learning skills, as well as good study habits, if they expect to do well. These are the keys to good grades. I consider the homework packet and reading log important tools for teaching your child these skills. 


I expect work to be completed within the assigned time frame. Work not completed at school will be assigned as homework and due the next school day. Student will usually have on math page assigned each night and one “other” piece of homework to complete in addition to reading. Please do not work ahead in the packet, as this practice negates the purpose of homework. I teach an academic spiral, meaning each day something new will be introduced and old material will be reviewed. Your child can not, and should not, be expected to complete homework for lessons which have not yet occurred! If you will be on vacation, it is preferable to complete the homework packet concurrently with classroom work or when you return. If you, or your child, feel overwhelmed with the quantity of makeup work, please contact me. This should be a sign of how important I consider 2nd grade. Days lost from academic instruction are impossible to get back. 
While you are encouraged to provide help and direction to your student, it is ultimately their responsibility to complete classwork in an appropriate amount of time. I often tell my students, “This is your homework, not your mother’s.” Don’t let this discourage your child from asking questions or seeking help when necessary. My goal is not only to help your child grow academically, but also to help them grow into responsible third graders. It also goes without saying that all work is expected to be as neat as possible. Please continue to encourage independent reading in your home. Children who love to read become children who read well. 


I have assigned your child a homework folder. He/she may choose to use a different folder from home for homework and this is acceptable. One side is to be used for homework, uncompleted classwork, and forms that should be returned to school for some reason (permission slips, book orders, progress reports, etc.). The other side is for corrected work, fliers, etc., which need to go home to stay. Your child has been made aware of how to use this folder and can probably explain it to you, if need be! Please look through your child’s folder every night, including Friday, so that it will be in the backpack and ready for school on Monday without interrupting your weekend plans.  When you review the finished work your child is bringing home, it shows you care about them and about learning. Remember, no matter what goes on in our classroom, YOU are your child’s greatest teacher.  When you show your child that school is important, my job becomes a great deal easier! 

I ask that, after reviewing your child’s homework folder, you sign or initial the packet each night. This is one way I can tell that you are aware of what is going on in our room. Homework, unfinished classwork, book reports, large assignments, and special dates will be found on the class website. Communication with parents is very important to me. If you have any questions about an assignment, please contact me before or after school, leave a voicemail, or contact me via email at karen.nick@dvusd.org. You may also choose to leave a message in your child’s folder. I review their folder each morning, so I should be able to get any message you might have left for me. Students who complete their homework each day will receive a stamp in their packet and a Responsibility Raffle Ticket. 

At the End of This Handbook

Included herein is a copy of the 6-traits rubric your child will be scored on. We will practice these skills all year. This is an excellent measure of your student’s abilities in writing. Do not expect your child to score in the 6 range from the beginning, but do encourage them to polish and perfect each and every piece of writing that they do. 


Thank you for the honor of teaching your child. I look forward to working with you this year and hope that with your input each of my students finds success and self-worth. 

